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Episode 7

My friend Akari and I go back a long way. We’ve known each other for over 15 years. It’s 

crazy when you think about it. We met online, on one of these language exchange plat-

forms. She wanted to learn English and I wanted to learn Japanese. I lived in the States 

and she was in Japan, obviously, so there was no way for us to meet in real life. But, we had 

so many things in common, we decided to connect on social media. So I friended her on 

Facebook. For a while we spoke almost every day! I couldn’t believe an online friendship 

could be so strong! We stayed in touch for almost two years, but then she met a guy, an 

American man who later became her boyfriend, she got very busy and we slowly drifted 

apart, until, one day, we stopped talking altogether. We didn’t speak for almost ten years. 

A year ago, though, I was in my hometown and guess what? I bumped into her and her 

husband! They had gotten married and moved to my city! And just like that, we became 

best friends again, only, this time, in real life.
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Go back a long way - My friend Akari and I go back a long way.

• If you and a friend go back a long way, did you meet each other recently or a long time 

ago?

• Can you think of a friend with whom you go back a long way? When did you meet?

Friend - So I friended her on Facebook.

• If you friend someone do you become friends on social media or in real life?

• If you friend someone, do you send the friend request or accept it?

• Do you have to actually be friends with someone to friend them?

• How many people have you friended recently?

Stay in touch - We stayed in touch for almost two years.

• If you stay in touch with someone, do you maintain contacts with them?

• Can you stay in touch with someone who lives far away?

• What are some ways of staying in touch with friends?

Drift apart - We slowly drifted apart.

• If two friends drift  apart, do they become closer or more distant?

• Does drifting apart happen suddenly or gradually? 

• What are some reasons why friends drift apart?

Bump into - I bumped into her and her husband.

• If bump into someone, do you see them in person or talk to them over the phone?

• If you bump into someone, do you meet them randomly or because you had planned it?

• When was the last time you bumped into someone that you didn’t expect to see?
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